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Table 3-1—Summary of Streamside Management Zone Minimum Criteria

Water Body Type Canopy Trees Trees (ft) Disturbed Ground (ft)
% Remaining Width of Distance to

Perennial
WAH  < 15% slope 50 25 variable based on slope %1 3

WAH > 15% slope 50 55 variable based on slope %3

CAH 75 60 variable based on slope %2 3

Streams and sloughs in wetlands 50 50 50

Intermittent 0 0 25/5/54

1 WAH: Warm-water aquatic habitat

2 CAH: Cold-water aquatic habitat

3 Refer to Table 3-2.

4 25/5/5: 25 feet distance on flat ground, which increases 5 feet for every 5 percent increase in slope
(refer to Table 3-3).
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Table 3-2—Minimum Distances from Perennial Water
Bodies to Roads, Trails, or Landings1

Slope of Land (%) Width of Zone (feet)
away from stream bank away from stream bank

0 25

5 35

10 45

15 55

20 65

25 75

30 85

35 95

40 105

50 125

60 145

70 165
1 Where minimum distances are not possible, roads, trails, and

landings can be located at less than the recommended distances,
but they should be constructed to protect water quality. In no case
should stream beds be used as roads or for the skidding of logs
except where the geology or other physical conditions of the site
(rock walls, notches, or other limiting factors) leave no other
alternatives for access or where road or skid trail placement in
normally recommended locations is either impossible or will cause a
higher degree of water quality degradation. If an exception due to
physical site conditions is necessary, stream channels can be used
as roads or for skidding only for the minimum distance required.
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Table 3-3—Minimum Distances from Intermittent
Streams to Roads, Trails, or Landings1

Slope of Land (%) Width of Zone (feet)
away from stream bank away from stream bank

0 25

5 30

10 35

15 40

20 45

25 50

30 55

40 or higher 65
1 Where minimum distances are not possible, roads, trails, and

landings can be located at less than the recommended
distances, but they should be constructed to protect water
quality. In no case should stream beds be used as roads or for
the skidding of logs except where the geology or other physical
conditions of the site (rock walls, notches, or other limiting
factors) leave no other alternatives for access or where road or
skid trail placement in normally recommended locations is
either impossible or will cause a higher degree of water quality
degradation. If an exception due to physical site conditions is
necessary, stream channels can be used as roads or for
skidding only for the minimum distance required.
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