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Have you heard the news --------  
 
There’s a new place in town called “The Lake Cumberland 4-H Educational 
Center”, the new name given to the recent merger of  the Kentucky Leadership 
Center and the Lake Cumberland 4-H Camp.  On July 1st, the two entities 
became one. 
 
Below is an article that was released by the UK Department of Agriculture 
Communications about the merger. 
 
 
Leadership Center, 4-H camp merger greater than the sum of its parts 

By Carol L. Spence 

LEXINGTON, Ky., (July 16, 2008) – The Kentucky Leadership Center is no more. 

Lake Cumberland 4-H Camp is a memory. In their place is the new Lake Cumberland 4-

H Educational Center, a merged entity that promises to offer visitors the best of both 

facilities. 

In the business world, mergers can sometimes mean downsizing and a reduction of 

services. But the merger of the Kentucky Leadership Center with Lake Cumberland 4-H 



Camp will result in the opposite occurring, according to officials in University of 

Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service. 

Combining the two facilities means being able to create a wider variety of 

programming and entice more people to use the services, said Joyce Belcher, director of 

the leadership center, and the mastermind behind the new system, along with Cooperative 

Extension Specialist for 4-H Camps Donna Fox. The merger creates the potential for 

greater marketing strategies and an increased revenue stream from more intensive use of 

the facilities throughout the year, both important elements during rough economic times. 

“I think Joyce and Donna should be congratulated for coming up with an idea that is 

a cost-saving measure that results in a better program. You don’t often find those two 

things linked together,” said Jimmy Henning, associate dean for extension and associate 

director of the UK Cooperative Extension Service. “ 

The idea originated from a trip Belcher made to the C.A. Vines Arkansas 4-H Center 

in Little Rock. 

“They were one entity,” she said. “The 4-H kids could enjoy the conference center 

and the center’s guests could enjoy the 4-H camp, which gave them a lot more to offer. I 

was excited about it. I started to think, wow, we could do that with ours.” 

Returning home, she immediately shared her idea with Fox. The two women began 

drawing up a proposal they hoped would enhance both of their operations. 

“Joyce and I work great together, and as we put this proposal together we thought 

this is a great opportunity to make better use of our resources and really create some 

unique and fun programming opportunities for youth as well as for adults,” Fox said. 

“I’m looking forward to that and looking forward to developing the facility even more so 

it becomes a showcase for extension and for 4-H.” 

Belcher said guests at the center often want to use the camp’s facilities, such as 

pontoon boats, the pool or the ropes course. Up until now it’s been difficult to arrange, 

since the camp is closed much of the year and when it’s open, it’s filled to capacity with 

4-H campers. But now, by using camp facilities as an additional enticement, Belcher 

expects to attract even more groups to the center. The merger with the camp also means 

that during the off-season, the camp dining hall can be used as valuable meeting space to 

accommodate large groups. 



“We’ll be able to accommodate more groups at once because they can meet at the 

camp and sleep in the lodge,” she said. 

“It’ll take a few months, but once we’re stabilized and we’re seeing consistent 

revenues, we’d like to be able to use those revenues to upgrade some of our cabins, so 

that our adult groups might want to use them in the off-season,” Fox said. “So it really 

expands our market area by having both cabins and a conference center and all of these 

outdoor areas for an environmental approach to programming.” 

Staff for the two facilities will join to maintain the entire campus, which will be a 

move toward greater efficiency, as well as being economically sound, Belcher said.  

“The center has slow times when the camp has busy times. So we can utilize the 

same employees and really benefit a lot,” she said, referring to both the cook staff and the 

maintenance crews. 

“It saves money and more fully utilizes both the camp and the center, which 

obviously, in these economic times, is a good idea,” Henning said. 

As the pieces fall into place, Fox and Belcher will work on new programming ideas 

and ways to attract more people to the scenic countryside around Jabez. 

“We’ll always need the ongoing support of our extension family and outside folks in 

helping us continue to improve the facility and grow the programming,” Fox said. “So 

when there are opportunities, especially for our extension family to use our facility, we 

certainly welcome them here.” 

 

Writer: Carol L. Spence, 859-257-8324 

UK College of Agriculture, through its land-grant mission, reaches across the 
commonwealth with teaching, research and extension to enhance the lives of 
Kentuckians. 
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Thank you ------------ 
 
We are so proud of this new quilt donated to us by the Fort Harrod Area 
Homemakers group to celebrate their many years of coming to “Jabez”.   This is 
a beautiful addition to our lobby.  We know lots of time was put into making this 
quilt hanging and we really appreciate their thoughtfulness.  
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We also enjoy this new addition to one of our decks thanks to Sharon McQueary, 
an employee at the Center.  We have two hummingbird feeders which can be 
quite entertaining to watch while relaxing on the deck.  We have counted as 
many as seven hummingbirds feeding at the two feeders at one time.   

 
 
Snowbound in Jabez  --- 
 
With only one week left of 4-H Youth Camp, we know summer is quickly coming 
to end.  It’s been wonderful to hear the 4-Hers singing, dancing, and enjoying the 
camp.  In early spring, we had the pleasure of housing close to 200 4-Hers that  
stayed a little longer than they planned.  During the week of March 3rd, just as 
Mark Mains got his 4-H Summit group settled in, mother nature decided to give 
us the biggest storm of the season.   We all enjoyed the good times we shared 
with this group of 4-Her’s.   Hats off to Mark and his leaders for a very successful 
“Snowbound Summit”.     
 
 

 
 



A success story update----- 
 
We want to dedicate this page of our newsletter to all the wonderful supporters of 
our “Adopt a Room” campaign.  We only have one room left for adoption.  Below 
are the names of the supporters.  This has been a great addition to the center.  
We could not have accomplished this without their support.  Our guests all enjoy 
the comfort of our new decorated rooms.  Each room has a uniqueness of its 
own.  We started out putting pictures of each decorated room in our newsletter 
but due to the great success of this project, that soon became impossible.  We 
are in the process of putting an album on our website that will contain a photo of 
all the adopted rooms.  Look for it soon.  Below are a few photos of our latest 
adopted rooms. 
 

      
 
 
 

   

 
These rooms are numbers 102, 120, 121, and 126.  We’re so glad we don’t have 
to choose a winner on room decorations because all 62 rooms would win!  
 

 



Thanks to all these room adopters:  
 
Adair County Extension Homemakers 
Kentucky Arts Council 
Longtime Homemaker Friend, Bessie Bain (Woodford County) 
Jennifer and Ed Klee 
Kenton County 4-H and Homemakers 
Muhlenberg County 4-H Council and Homemakers 
Paul and Ruth Warner 
George and Ruth Duncan 
Jimmie and Faye Henning 
Raymond and Carla Durbin 
Dan and Cathy Boggs 
Campbell County 4-H Council 
Clinton County Homemakers 
Cumberland Dance Camp 
Department of Forestry and Entomology 
Barb Heck and Doris Meece, Campbell County Ext. Assistants 
1998-1999 State 4-H Officer Team 
KY Wing Civil Patrol 
State Teen Council 
Rachel and Jimmy Chambers “Past Officers of Kentucky 4-H” 
Kentucky Associate of Conservation District Employees 
2006-2007 State 4-H Officers 
D & D Glenn Baskets (Donna & David Glenn) 
Jay & Tom Evans of Louisville, KY 
Connie & Jane “Crazy Quilters” in Memory of Linda Birkner 
Haggin Extended Care Facility Residents & Staff 
Jabez Quilters 
Happy Hearts Quilt Shop 
Leadership Adair County 
Faith Noters Dulcimer Players of Danville 
Lincoln Trail Area Master Clothing Volunteers 
Jefferson County 4-H Council 
Central Kentucky Decorative Artists 
Clark County Homemakers 
Russell County 4-H Council 
Haggin ECF Homemakers and 4-H Club 
Marshall County 4-H Council 
Campbell County Extension 
Hardin County Cooperative Extension 
Grant County Cooperative Extension 
The Baha’is of Kentucky 
Woodford County Extension Homemakers 
John and Luci Hockersmith 
Taylor County Cooperative Extension 



John and Erla Mowbray 
Green County Homemakers 
Sterling Thimble Quilt Shop 
Knox County 4-H Council 
The Milton & Cathy Mains Family (Mark, Matt, & John) 
Iris Quilters 
Fayette County 4-H 
Pendleton County 4-H Council  
Trigg County Homemakers 
Wayne County Extension Homemakers 
Casey County Homemakers in honor of “Janis Marvin Phillippe” 
Leslie County 4-H Council 
Cumberland County Homemakers 
Pulaski County Homemakers 
Pulaski County 4-H Council 
Pulaski County Extension Staff 
“Wildcat Room” decorations donated by Kennedy Book Store 
 
Look for the photo album that will soon be on our website to showcase these 
lovely rooms.   
 
 

 
 

 
 
Update on the keyless lock system--- 
 
In the next couple of months, we will begin installing new keyless locks on our 
sleeping rooms.  This is an expensive, but necessary endeavor, due to the age of 
our present door locks as well as a safety issue.  In the last newsletter, we ask 
for help from supporters that had adopted rooms to help with cost of this project.  
We have received over 12 checks to pay for adopted room locks.  We appreciate 
your support!  Thanks to the Kentucky 4-H Foundation for giving us funds to pay 



for the cost of the software needed for this project.  They also have provided 
funds for the installation of the locks.  We still need help with the $150 cost per 
door for the actual lock itself.  If you have adopted a room and would like to help 
fund the lock for your room, please mail you check for $150.00 to the Center.  If 
you did not adopt a room but would still like to help us out on this project, we 
would greatly appreciate that support.  Please contact Joyce Belcher at 270-866-
4215 concerning this project.      
 

 
“Reminder” 
A traditional Country Christmas-------- 
 
Please don’t forget our new event during the month of December.  We are 
planning a traditional country Christmas celebration.  The day will begin with a 
festive holiday buffet lunch that will be prepared by our great cooks and then you 
can enjoy the rest of the day listening to Christmas music provided by several 
different musicians which will include some bluegrass, contemporary, and 
traditional Christmas songs.  There will be an old fashioned cake walk taking 
place as well as Kentucky crafters on hand displaying some of their favorite 
Christmas items that you can purchase to make your holiday complete. 
 
We ask for your opinion on having this event and heard from many of you.  
Thanks for letting us know of your interest.  This will be a ticketed event due to 
available seating.  The tickets will be $20.00 per person.  The tickets will be on 
sale during the month of October only so please watch for them if you are 
interested in coming to this event.      
 

 

Upcoming Events ----     
 
Heritage Skills Retreat 
September 5-6, 2008 
 
Bluegrass Area Cultural Arts Camp 
September 25-28 
 
 

You can register for these events at www.ca.uky.edu/4h/klc 
  



Caught on camera--- 
 

 

 


