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“1997 KY-IPM FIELD CROPS”

Collecting Soil Samples for
Soybean Cyst Nematode Analysis

STEP 1--Time of Sampling
Sample fields anytime from mid September through Laboratory.
late March. Sampling during this period provides the
best opportunity for assessing the SCN situation. It is
best and easiest to sample fields when the soil is damp Protect the sample from extreme heat and/or
but not wet. We can process soil in almost any excessive drying. Take the sample to your local
condition; however, your ability to collect a "good" County Extension Office for mailing. If this
sample may be compromised when attempting to cannot be done on the same day in which the
sample very wet or very dry soil. sample was taken, store the sample in the shade or

STEP 2--Sample Size and Representation
The results of an SCN analysis are only as good as the 40EF); do not freeze. Be certain to include a
soil sample sent to us. For statistical reasons, samples completed SCN Analysis Form for EACH soil
should not represent more than 5 acres, and they sample submitted to the SCN Laboratory.
should be of the same soil type and cropping history.
For each 5-acre area, or if you elect to have the
sample represent a larger area, the critical point is to Once received by the SCN Laboratory, your
have the entire area represented in the sample. This sample will be processed and results and recom-
will require walking the entire sample area. For mendations sent to you at the address indicated on
example, do not sample only from a 2-acre area if the the SCN Analysis Form. Remember that the
sample is to represent 5 acres. In addition, you may results and recommendations you receive from the
include areas of a field which historically show poor Laboratory are directly related to the quality of the
growth or yield poorly, but do not allow an entire sample you send to us. Samples submitted that are
sample to be comprised of such areas. not representative of the field situation, samples

STEP 3--Collecting the Sample
For each sampling area, use a soil probe or small misleading and/or erroneous results.
spade to collect soil, 6 to 8 inches deep, from at least
20 locations (i.e., 20 subsamples) throughout the area.
Follow a systematic zigzag pattern (see illustration)
when sampling. The number of steps between each of
the 20 subsamples will depend on the size of the area
being sampled, but remember to walk the entire area.
Collect the subsamples in a bucket as you proceed.
For fields currently in soybeans, collect subsamples
from the root zones of plants. The same is true for
fields of harvested soybeans where the rows are still
visible. If the area to be sampled is in some other
crop, or has been disked or plowed, subsamples can
be taken from any location in the field, without regard
to rows or root zones.

- Once the 20 subsamples have been collected,
thoroughly mix the contents in the bucket and
immediately place two pints in a plastic bag. Mark
the field name and/or number on the bag and place it

in a sturdy container for later shipment to the SCN

STEP 4--Handling and Mailing Sample

an insulated cooler. Any prolonged storage should
be done at refrigerator temperatures (approx.

STEP 5--Results and Recommendations

not submitted during the recommended time
frame, or samples handled improperly may yield

Illustration - For each 5 acres, use 20 probes, 6 to
8 inches deep.


