Kentucky Extension Homemakers
Association

The Kentucky Extension

Homemakers Association

(KEHA) is a volunteer

organization that works

to improve the quality of

life for families and communities through
leadership development, volunteer service and
education. The organization was developed in
cooperation with the University of Kentucky
Cooperative Extension Service. Across the state,
County Extension Agents for Family and
Consumer Sciences work closely with KEHA
members and clubs to provide educational
programming and coordinate community
activities.

KEHA Highlights through History

® 1914—First Extension Home Demonstration
agents employed and first Home
Demonstration clubs organized.

1925—First county homemakers’
organizations established.

1932—Kentucky Federation of Homemakers
established to:

¢ Unify efforts of Kentucky homemakers
¢ Strengthen their voice
¢ Enhance leadership development

¢ Broaden members’ horizons

1936—Kentucky Federation of Homemakers
joined the Associated Country Women of
the World.

1977—A Barren County Homemaker teamed
with a University of Kentucky physician to
establish the Ovarian Cancer Research Fund.

1980—The KEHA presented a needlepoint
tapestry to the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
The tapestry remains on display near the
Capitol Rotunda.

1985—Launched the Family Community
Leadership Program to provide advanced
leadership training for members.

2007-2008—Celebration of the 75th
Anniversary of KEHA and the 75th Annual
State Meeting.
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KEHA Today

Membership totals more
than 19,000.

Programs educate members
and general public about
topics including:

¢ Parenting and
grand parenting

Consumer fraud
Emergency preparedness
Diabetes

Heart disease
Alzheimer’s disease
Food safety

Nutrition

Historic preservation
Recycling and waste reduction
Indoor air quality
Literacy

Estate planning
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Home safety

Members annually report 400,000 - 450,000
volunteer hours with a value of more than
$6 million dollars to the Commonwealth.

Donations through KEHA to the University of
Kentucky Ovarian Cancer Research Fund now
average more than $40,000 annually and
totaled $901,000 in 2007.

The Pennies for Friendship program provides
funding support for Associated Country

Women of the World projects and an interna-
tional exchange program for KEHA members.

KEHA continues to work cooperatively with
the University of Kentucky School of Human
Environmental Sciences and Family and
Consumer Sciences Extension to improve the
quality of life for Kentucky families.

Learn more about KEHA online at:
http://www.keha.org
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